
COVID-secure living and studying at Somerville:
'Deans’ Office key-points to be observed'

The College and the University have in place detailed protocols to support a COVID-secure living and working environment for students and staff. College protocols can be consulted here and University protocols can be consulted here. We have summarised the key points that apply below along with a list of sanctions should you not adhere to these regulations.   If you observe these regulations then you will be helping to support a COVID-secure living and working environment.  A list of other sanctionable offences not related to COVID-19 will be published separately.

Social Distancing Inside & Outside Households
All students in College accommodation will be in households consisting only of 8-12 Somerville students.  You may mix with other members of your household, both within your household space and elsewhere (unless someone in your household is symptomatic, in which case see below).  No more than eight students from the same household will be permitted in a single room in student accommodation at any one time.  Failure to comply will result in a formal warning in the first instance. A repeat offence will result in a £100.00 fine.
Students from different households are not permitted to mix in student accommodation, failure to comply will result in a fine of £100.00 in the first instance, a repeat offence will result in a £200.00 fine and a student’s right to live in College will be placed under review.
Parties will not be permitted in corridors.  Failure to comply with this regulation will result in a fine of £100.00 per individual present.  This fine will be doubled to £200.00 for a subsequent infringement, and a student’s right to live in College will be reviewed.
If you or someone in your household is symptomatic, self-isolate until test results are received.  Failure to comply will be considered as serious misconduct and a disciplinary panel may be convened. 

Living in College
If with other people who are not members of your household, you must maintain two-metre social distancing at all times (at meals, in tutorials, at clubs and societies, etc).
When meeting with people from other households in College grounds, you may not meet indoors or outdoors in groups larger than six (formal academic activities and events for which the Deans' office has given explicit permission are exempt).  Failure to adhere to this will result in a fine of £100.00, for a second instance this will be doubled to £200.00 and a student’s right to live in College will be placed under review.
Due to the lack of study space and so that students can study quietly in their room, ‘quiet time’ will be from 9.00am – 12.00pm and from 2.00pm – 5.00pm Monday to Friday.  This is in addition to the 11.00pm – 8.00am noise policy in the Deans’ regulations here.  During these times, care must be taken to ensure noise does not travel beyond the door of your bedroom (including to other rooms upstairs/downstairs if applicable). Failure to comply will result in a formal warning, a further instance will result in a £100.00 fine.
You must wear a face covering when in College buildings, including for tutorials and classes, in the Library and the Terrace but you may remove it, once seated, to eat or drink in the dining hall or Terrace bar.  Failure to adhere to this (unless for medical reasons) will result in a formal warning in the first instance.  Failure to comply for a second time will result in a fine of £100.00.
Non-members may not be brought as guests into the College.  Failure to adhere to this policy will result in a fine of £100.00 being imposed by the Deans’ office. For a second instance the fine will be doubled to £200.00 and a student’s right to live in College will be placed under review.

Keeping everyone safe
· The safety of our students and staff is our highest priority. Persistent breaches of the Deans’ Regulations pertaining to COVID-19 will be treated as serious misconduct, where it is likely that the Deans’ office will impose serious sanctions up to and including convening a disciplinary panel.  At this point a student’s right to live in College may be revoked, or their studies may be terminated.  This extends to the expectation that you will adhere to Government guidelines outside of College grounds to protect the Oxford community.

